
WissKI User Meeting 2026 
The WissKI community will meet again this year on October 20, 2026 from 10:00 to 17:00 and 
October 21, 2026 from 9:30 to 15:15 in the Aufseß Hall of the Germanic National Museum in 
Nuremberg, to discuss projects and topics, to stay informed about current developments and to 
develop joint solutions to challenges. Most of the event will take place in german [🇩🇪] , however 
some Presentations will be held in english [🇬🇧]. 

You can register here! 

The presentations will be broadcasted via Zoom. Workshops will take place on both days, but will 
be held exclusively in person. 

Entry is via the staff entrance at Kornmarkt 1 until 10:00, from 10:00 onwards the main entrance on 
the Way of Human Rights (Straße der Menschenrechte) can be used! 

 

Agenda 

20.10.2026 

Starting at 9:30  
Arrival 

…with hot drinks and pastries. 

10:00-10:30 News and internal matters 
News from development and community. 

 
 
10:00-10:30  

[🇩🇪] Welcome and Drupal/Science News​
– Robert Nasarek (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg) 

There's news from WissKI and the Drupal universe! Drupal 12 will be released in early December. A new WissKI 
release with new features is available. SODa 1.0 is ending, and SODa 2.0 will launch in mid-November. New 
literature about WissKI is available. Key Drupal extensions make working with WissKI easier. 
 

10:30-15:15 Presentations 
 

 
10:30-11:00 

[🇩🇪] From project to association to professional community - The success story of the ​
“Interest Group for Semantic Data Processing e.V. (IGSD)” ​
– Georg Hohmann (Deutsches Museum, Munich) 

The WissKI project was funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG) in two phases from 2009 to ​
2016. To preserve and further develop the resulting software systems and collaborations after the project's 
completion, a non-profit association was founded in 2013. Since then, this association has not only ​
safeguarded and continued the project results, but has also evolved into the core of a viral scientific​
 community and an important player in the scientific system. 
 
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Qs61aCbPD51yEWbk8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Qs61aCbPD51yEWbk8
https://wiss-ki.eu/wat26-anmeldung
https://wiss-ki.eu/wat26-stream


 

11:00-11:30 

[🇩🇪] Collection management and relocation of the collections of the University Museums ​
of the University of Graz ​
– Bernadette Biedermann (University of Graz, Austria)  

The presentation introduces the collection management and relocation of the collections of the University of 
Graz's museums to WissKI. It provides an overview of the project’s framework, decision-making processes, 
obstacles, and milestones and addresses the potential of using WissKI for the collections of the University of 
Graz. The methodology is based on Architecture Decision Records (ADRs), but this design is reflected critically 
using the University of Graz collections as a case study. 
 
11:30-12:00  
Coffee break 

…with hot drinks and pastries. 
 
12:00-12:30 

[🇩🇪] Semantic Co-Working – An extended WissKI workflow in the ​
SODa Semantic Co‐Working Space​
– Julia Neubauer (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg)  

For digital work with university collection data, the "Semantic Co-Working Space" (SCS) is being developed 
within the SODa project. This space links the virtual research environment WissKI with a curated range of tools 
that are flexibly provided on-demand. This enables all steps from the cataloging to the publication of FAIR data 
to be carried out within a single application. The focus is on collaborative project work and efficient workflows 
for making collection data available as Linked Open Data. 
 
12:30-13:30  
Lunch together 

Catering (including vegetarian options) is provided by the Café Arte of the Germanisches Nationalmuseum. 
The IGSD will cover the cost of the food. 
 
13:30-14:00 

[🇩🇪] The NFDI4Objects object biography in WissKI: Ontology, Data Model and Connectivity ​
– Anja Gerber (Klassik Stiftung Weimar), Günther Görz (Friedrich-Alexander-Universität 
Erlangen-Nürnberg), Sarah Wagner (Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg)  

The object biography provides NFDI4Objects with a common semantic framework for integrating 
heterogeneous research and collection data on tangible cultural heritage. With the N4O Object Ontology, this 
approach is transformed into a shared data model based on CIDOC CRM. Objects are described within the 
context of their activities, actors, locations, time periods, sources, and historical changes. A key feature is the 
modeling of information through attribute assignments, which makes statements, perspectives, uncertainties, 
and their information provenance transparent and traceable. Implementation and testing are carried out in 
WissKI using various interdisciplinary use cases. The N4O Object Ontology creates the foundation for 
interoperable and reusable object biographies and their integration into knowledge graphs.  



14:00-14:30 

[🇩🇪] WissKI supporting the planning of exhibitions​
– Cornelia Baier (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg), Mark Fichtner (Germanisches 
Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg), Juliane Hamisch (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg) 

This contribution presents the use of WissKI as a supporting tool in the planning of exhibitions at the 
Germanisches Nationalmuseum. For the planning of permanent exhibitions the use of data from the museum’s 
object database alongside specific exhibition information was established. The experience of using the system 
is described using the example of the redesign of the 19th century permanent exhibition. 
 
14:30-15:00 

[🇩🇪] The WissKI Default Data Model: A common data model in the field of cultural heritage ​
– Robert Nasarek (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg)  

The WissKI Default Data Model is a CIDOC CRM-based indexing model developed within the DFG-funded project 
WissKI Barrels is available as a conceptual data model, Drupal recipe, container image, and within the SODa 
Semantic Co-Working Space. It was developed through the synthesis of discovery models from a variety of 
projects and with the participation of subject matter experts, data curators, and developers, thus offering 
researchers and data curators a practice-oriented modeling basis. 
 
15:00-15:15 
Coffee break 

…with hot drinks and pastries.​
 

15:15-17:00 Workshop & Recap 
 

 
15:15-16:45 

[🇩🇪] WissKI Bits – A practical how-to tutorial for ontology-based​
Research data management: concept, iterative development and evaluation ​
– Canan Hastik (IGSD e.V., Munich), Gudrun Schwenk (IGSD e.V., Munich)  

The SODa WissKI Bits How-to Tutorial was developed within the SODa collaborative project in response to the 
need for application-oriented WissKI documentation and practical training opportunities. Three Modules on 
ontology-based research data management with WissKI combine theoretical and technical knowledge with 
practical application. The learning content is structured according to the Learning Objectives Matrix on the 
Topic of Research Data Management (LZM-FDM) and the Taxonomy of Digital Research Activities in the 
Humanities (TaDiRAH). The tutorial is designed for in-person and online workshops, as well as for use as an 
Open Educational Resource (OER) in a train-the-trainer format. In the evaluation workshop, selected content and 
exercises will be discussed with the WissKI community regarding comprehensibility, didactic presentation, and 
practical relevance. The results will be incorporated into the further development of the tutorial. 
 
16:45-17:00 

[🇩🇪] Recap 

Summary and outlook. 
 
From 18:15 onwards 
Dinner together (at your own expense) 

We end the evening in a relaxed atmosphere at a local restaurant.  



21.10.2026 

Starting at 9:00 
Arrival 

…with hot drinks and pastries. 

09:30-11:30 Presentations 
 

 
09:30-10:00  

[🇩🇪] Successfully building a new knowledge platform through dialogue ​
– Kathrin Fischeidl (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg)  

The implementation of a WissKI project relies on a dialogue between subject matter experts and data modelers. 
Using two examples, this article describes how, in an iterative process, a semantic data model based on the 
CIDOC CRM is developed from subject-specific answers to fundamental questions. This model is then 
implemented in the WissKI Pathbuilder, from which the input forms for data collection are derived. 
 
10:00-10:30  

[🇬🇧] Containers in OntoME: a new approach to documenting and simplifying the configuration of 
WissKI projects ​
– Francesco Beretta (CNRS, France and University of Bern, Switzerland), Stephen Hart (University 
of Bern, Switzerland) 

Within the Context of the LOD4HSS initiative, a workflow is presented that enables the exchange of namespaces 
and Pathbuilder configurations via OntoME containers. Users can select the required ontologies in OntoME and 
link them to WissKI via the API. Conversely, WissKI Pathbuilders can be exported as XML and documented in 
OntoME. This transforms application profiles into reusable research outputs—a process that can also be 
transferred to platforms such as ResearchSpace or Arches. 
 
10:30-11:00  
Coffee break 

 
11:00-11:30  

[🇬🇧] On The WissKI 4.5 Release ​
– Tom Wiesing (Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg) 

WissKI is a well‐established virtual research environment for recording FAIR‐compliant, linked cultural heritage 
data in an RDF triplestore. Following over 16 years of organic, project‐driven growth, inconsistencies and 
technical debt had accumulated in the codebase. The new WissKI 4.5 release introduces improvements to ​
the Pathbuilder UI, new authentication options and more extensive bug fixes, as well as a significant focus on 
improving code quality: These include Drupal‐standard linting, PHP‐Stan level 10 type checking, automated 
PHPUnit testing, a standardised dev container environment and a CI pipeline that blocks substandard ​
changes. Together, these features lay the groundwork for the sustainable development of WissKI in the ​
future.  



11:30-15:15 Workshops & Recap 
 

 

11:30-12:30  

[🇩🇪] Modeling Time in WissKI ​
– Boris Niclas‐Tölle (Data | Mediation | Strategy, Reutlingen), Dirk Bautz (Stadtmuseum 
Sindelfingen)  

Anyone who models their WissKI application ontology with the goal of a historical database faces the following 
challenge: Sooner or later, everyone needs to represent time in data. The challenges of time-based data in 
history are numerous, as are the possibilities. Therefore, in this workshop, we'll ask the group: How do you 
handle this in your projects? What works well? The workshop is aimed at newcomers and non-computer 
scientists who want to learn something for their projects, as well as WissKI veterans and experienced 
programmers who are willing and able to share their knowledge in an understandable way. 
 
12:30-13:30​
Lunch together 

The Café Arte of the Germanisches Nationalmuseum will provide food (including vegetarian options). ​
The IGSD will cover the cost of the meal. 
 
13:30-15:00 

[🇩🇪/🇬🇧] WissKI Workshop ​
– Robert Nasarek (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg) 

WissKI offers many different ways to ingest, explore, and display data. In this workshop, we will demonstrate 
common approaches to ontology development, semantic data modeling in the Pathbuilder, configuring views of 
individual entities and entity overviews, and high-performance search functionality. We will also discuss suitable 
Drupal modules that extend the usability of the WissKI instance. 

 
15:00-15:15  

[🇩🇪] Recap​
– Robert Nasarek (Germanisches Nationalmuseum, Nuremberg) 

Summary and outlook. 
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